
 

 

Friday 10 February 

Term 1, Issue 1
  

Ngā Mihi Nui Kia Koutou, 

 

It has been a fabulous start to the term.  Teachers are excited 
and enthusiastic about the year ahead and it is wonderful to see our young 

people reconnecting with each other after the long break.  As always there are lots 

of great learning experiences and events planned for our tamariki over the course 

of the year.    

 

We look forward to sharing details of our annual planning with you in the next 

newsletter (following final approval at the first BOT meeting of the year).  
 

 
 
 
Lisa Cavanagh, Principal 
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A huge thank you to all those parents who made it to 

our Meet the Teacher night on Wednesday.  We 

certainly appreciate the opportunity to share with you 
more information about the learning that is 

happening across the school.   

 

For those who weren’t able to make it (or for those who want a reminder) we 

have published the three team slideshows online for your reference. Click on 

the following links to be taken straight to the slideshow: 

 

Ako Iti 

Ako Whanake 

Ako Nui  

 

It is important for us to continue to build our partnership with you, and 

there will be further formal opportunities to meet and talk about your child’s 

learning as the year progresses.  In the meantime, if you have questions 

about anything, or any specific information about your child and their 

learning that you think we should know, please don’t hesitate to make an 

appointment to meet with your child’s classroom teacher.  

Meet the Teacher Night  

Scrap Store 

The Silverstream School Scrap store has returned!  

Today our new shipping container was delivered 

and we are excited to have this, as an additional 

resource, for our learners at Silverstream 

School.  

 

Keep your eye out for the painting that will begin on 

it throughout the first half of the year. 

A special thanks to the Burns family, who have provided a huge amount of 

support in getting our container delivered this year. 

http://www.silverstream.school.nz/school-wide-events/ako-iti-meet-the-teacher-presentation
http://www.silverstream.school.nz/school-wide-events/ako-whanake-meet-the-teacher-presentation
http://www.silverstream.school.nz/school-wide-events/ako-nui-meet-the-teacher-presentation
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You will have noticed a flurry of work around the school site over the holidays including: 

 

 New seating areas and safety railings around the school; 

 

 The playground mound has finally been ‘turfed’ to make it a more 

durable, all weather play space; 

 

 Underground drainage has been improved, particularly in the area 

outside Rooms 7 - 13 where we often get flooding in heavy rain; 

 

 Repairs to the various areas of leaky roofing are underway, but 

completion has been hampered by poor weather. This is nearly 

complete and once done, we will be able to start repairing the interior 

ceilings in the affected corridors.  

 

 Most exciting is the progress we have made towards our new classroom 

block.  This will include a 2 classroom modern learning environment built at 

the end of the senior courtyard.  Designs have been finalised and plans are 

concurrently with council for consent, and out for tender with 

contractors.  We hope to have construction begin later this term…..watch this 
space! 

 

Thanks to both Bryan and Margaret who did much of the early groundwork last 

year to get these projects underway.  

Property News! 

Sun Safe 

Terms 1 and 4 are always important terms to remember our Slip, Slop, Slap 

sun safe message.  Although we haven’t seen summer in quite the same way 

this year, we know that the sun can still have an impact on cloudy days.  

 

The playground sun shade was sent 

away for repairs to damage caused 

at the end of 2016, however it was at 

the end of it’s life span and we have 

had to order a new one. There will be 
around a 4 week delay, making it 

even more important that children 

remember their sun hats every day.  

Resignation - Mrs Anne Cope 

It is with much regret that I have accepted Anne Cope’s resignation as Learning 

Hub Manager effective from the end of Term 1.  Anne has made the decision to 

join her husband in retirement, making the most of the sunny Waikanae 

climate!   

Not only has Anne had a long association with Silverstream School as a parent, 

she has also been instrumental in many of the changes that we have made in 

the Learning Hub in recent years, helping us to create a truly future focused 

learning space.  Anne’s skills and expertise in this area leave very big shoes to 

fill and she will be sorely missed.  
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2016 Parent Survey 

Last year our school worked with SchoolDocs to create a website to help make our policies and procedures 

more accessible to you as parents.  The school works with SchoolDocs to maintain, update, and review our 

policies.  The service provides us with a comprehensive core set of policies which have been well researched 

and follow the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are 

then tailored to our specific school circumstances.  

 
SchoolDocs updates, modifies, or creates policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry 

guidelines, significant events, reviews/requests from schools, and regular reviewing from the SchoolDocs 

team. Our board of trustees has the opportunity to view changes/additions and comment on them before 

they are implemented.  Throughout each year we will also invite your feedback on our policies and 

procedures as they come up for review.   We will advise you when various policies are up for review and how 

you can take part.    

 

In the meantime, we invite you to visit the site at http://silverstream.schooldocs.co.nz/ (note that there's no 

"www"!). Our username is silverstream and password is smartstreamer.  

School Policies & Procedures Online 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to our parent feedback survey at the end of last 

year… I have attached a brief summary of your responses and the actions we are 

intending to follow as a result of your feedback:   Click here to view 

Attendance 

Research has always told us that children who attend school regularly have higher achievement than 

those who don’t.  This was particularly evident for us when looking at last year’s National Standards 

data (OTJ) at the end of 2016.  The following table shows achievement comparisons between those 

with minimum ‘satisfactory’ absence (85% attendance or more) and those with either extended, or 

frequent absences (85% or less):  

 

Students with an “At or Above” OTJ (2016) Reading Writing Maths 

Attendance greater than 85% 367 (85%) 336 (78%) 364 (85%) 

Attendance less than 85% 52 (76%) 44 (65%) 41 (60%) 

A widely used goal for schools is to have a 95% average attendance rate.  At Silverstream School last year 

this rate was (91%).  We acknowledge that there are often times when absence is necessary, we certainly 

encourage children to stay home when they are sick for example!  However we have noticed an increase in 

the number of children who are absent for what are considered to be ‘unjustified’ reasons.  Ensuring your 

children are at school on time every day, is just one of the ways you can support your child’s learning.   

We thank you for your ongoing efforts in this area.    

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e550b9KwgpHDQFOVKSZhfXP_DfkiHvajZDfN66ATRHQ/edit
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Reminders  

Welcome to Silverstream School 

Welcome to our Newest Students at Silverstream School…. 

Room 4 - Rome Marinovich 

Room 5 - Jayden Murray 

Room 6 - Sam Kennedy, Jahvarn Tuhou 

Room 7 - Mazona McNamara 

Room 10 - Daniel Kitchen, Tamati Tuhou 

Room 11 - Anne Decker 

Room 12 - Ethan Putze 

Room 13 - Angelynna McNamara 

Room 15 - Samuel Klausen, Luke Skeggs  

Room 16 - Cairo Venning 

Room 18 - Breanna Shields 

Room 20 - Hunter Jones, Kayden Venning 

Room 21 - Ryan Foote, Milla Klausen, Olivia Pescini, Regan Shields  

Room 89 - Elliot Cameron, Heidi Cameron, Nirvana Eli-Morrison, Owen Foote, Edward 
Kitchen, Makenzie MacDonald, Addison Mackay-Blundell, John Peters, Paige Ricketts, Izzy 

Robertson, Cooper Steere, Fraser Taketa, Andrew Taylor-Hall , Eva Wells, Joseph West. 

 

It is great to have you all at Silverstream School! 

Coming Up….. 

Life Education 

The Life Education mobile classroom will be on site from next Wednesday 15th February.  

Life Education provides a fun environment to share messages about a wide range of 
Health topics.  You can learn more about the Life Education Trust here: 

http://www.lifeeducation.org.nz/  

We can’t wait to welcome Andrea and Harold back to Silverstream School!  

Chug-a-lugs starts up again next week.  A SignMee notification was sent out last week for those parents 

who wish their child to be involved. Any questions please see Justine Clark, or email 

justine.clark@silverstream.school.nz for more information. 

 

BYOD Parent and Student Agreements should be back with class teachers by now. 

(Forms can be downloaded from the School website if needed).  

 

Activity Fees and Donations: You would have received Signmee notices this week 
regarding 2017 Activity Fees and Donations.  Thank you to those who have already 

made payments, your prompt attention is appreciated.  With planning of activities 

already underway, receiving your payment as soon as possible, helps in this process.   

 

Any problems or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact the Office to discuss.  Thank you.  

http://www.lifeeducation.org.nz/


Follow Us On 

 
Website:  

Click Here to go to our Website 

 

 

Facebook:  

Click Here   

Term Dates 2017 

 
Term 1 - 2 Feb - 13 April 
Term 2 - 1 May -  7 July 
Term 3 - 24 July - 29 Sept 
Term 4 - 16 Oct -  19 Dec 
(half day - last day 2017) 
 
1 Teacher Only day allocated 

during the year date TBC.  

 

School Information 

Bank Account Details 

12-3142-0325023-00 

 

School Office Hours 

8.30am to 3.30pm  

 

Email address: office@silverstream.school.nz 

   WHITEMANS!             CHATSWORTH!          GLOUCESTER!           GARD!           SILVERSTREAM! 
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 Ako Whanake Team Building Picnic - Tues 14th February - 

Heretaunga Park, 9.30 to 2.30pm  

 BOT Meeting - Mon 20th February 6.30 pm 

 School Assembly - Friday 24 February  

 

 Full Calendar Events - See our website - Click Here 

Upcoming Events - Save the Date 

Thank you for your Support 

At the beginning of every year we update our records.   

Next week we will be sending out forms important in the smooth running of our 

School and safety of our Students.   

You will receive in the post, our Student Information Form -  to confirm that 

the details we currently hold on our database are up to date and correct.   

A Civil Defence Emergency Contact Form - this form is vital in the event of an 

emergency/reunification situation. 

We will require return of both these forms for every child.  These forms will 

need to be returned to school as soon as possible.    

Our Community Help Form will also be sent out via SignMee, requesting an 

indication of your willingness to help in so many aspects of the school such as 

classroom help, help in the library, working bees etc.;  Your help is always 

appreciated.   

Once the Community Help forms are filled out, we will be collating the forms and 

getting in touch with you to let you know what you can do to support the school. 

  

Prompt return of these forms is appreciated.   

 

http://www.silverstream.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/SilverstreamSchool/
http://www.silverstream.school.nz/calendar.html
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Weetbix Tryathlon 

Weetbix Tryathlon - Hutt City  

Thursday March 16th 2017 @ Hutt Recreation Ground 

 

Just a reminder regarding the upcoming Weetbix Tryathlon in Lower Hutt.  Silverstream School is entered 
as a School Team for this event.  Any child from aged 7 upwards is eligible to enter either as an individual 

participant or in a team of two.  There are a few key dates which are fast approaching to take note of if you 

are thinking of entering your child/ren: 

 

Tuesday 14th Feb - earlybird discount of $37 for individual participants cut-off at midnight (ie. Tuesday 

night).  After this date, the online discounted price for an individual linked to a school group is $41.25 (as 
opposed to $46.50 if you do not link to a school group).  This price continues until Thursday March 9th at 

midnight when all online entries close for the Hutt event (please note we are not registered as a school group 

at the separate Wellington event). You can register on the day after this date at the event (providing it's not 

full), but it will cost you $49.50 as a school group participant (or $56 if you don't link to a 

school).  Confused!  I was for a while but have it sorted now :) 

 

The final date to remember is the courier cut-off date for your child's kit to be delivered to a street 

address.  For the Lower Hutt event this is Monday 20th February.  If you register after this date, you will 

need to pick your kit up on the day from the Admin tent. 

 

To enter your child, simply go to the link below, follow the prompts and make sure you link your child to 
Silverstream School (page two of the registration form).  The more we have linked to our school, the greater 

chance of prizes (and the cheaper it is for you)! 

 

Link : https://registration.tryathlon.co.nz/home/event/3 

 

Tip - T-shirts are on the smaller size, so order a size larger than your child would normally wear. 

Photos - you can pay $$ for photos, but to be honest you are better off taking your own!  I paid for them last 

year and didn't receive one single photo! 

 

Erin Edmonds (Room 16) is our school co-ordinator for the event, so please see her anytime before or after 

school if you have any questions.  Alternatively, you can email Erin on  

erin.edmonds@silverstream.school.nz and she'll be able to answer any questions. 

 

Remember, it's all about participating and getting that medal for a great effort!  It's a lot of fun, especially 

being all together and supporting each other throughout the day. 

 

Many thanks 

Erin Edmonds 

https://registration.tryathlon.co.nz/home/event/3
mailto:erin.edmonds@silverstream.school.nz

